Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
MAFL Fund

This profitability thing is a habit I could easily get used to.
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Only one winning bet from three attempts this weekend, but that single success on the Bulldogs was enough to drive the share price up by 5.9c for the weekend, moving it to $1.2322 ($1.1037 excluding last weekend’s Special Stupidity Div, henceforth referred to as the SSD).
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That makes it 4 profitable weekends in a row, and 6 profitable weekends in the last 8, during which the share price has gone up by about 46c (ex-SSD). 
The Bulldog’s win was a remarkable come-from-behind effort and must have caused considerable concern for Crows fans everywhere. They’ve now witnessed their team lose in 3 of their last 4 outings, the sole victory a win by just 4 points against a Pies outfit who themselves have only managed 4 wins in their last 10 starts.

A quintessential element of any come-from-behind victory is that you, eventually, win. In their clash with the Tigers on Sunday, the Blues appeared to have nailed the “getting behind” part, but the “victory” component still needs serious work. The Blues eventually went down by 45 points, despite rallying twice from sizeable margins to get within 4 goals.
The Lions also demonstrated first-class proficiency in scoring fewer points than their opponents. Indeed, they made a four-quarter effort of it, losing every quarter against the Eagles to run out 62 point losers.
So, after this weekend’s results, the Model’s official record stands at 18½ and 36½ (34%) and we’re still net positive for the year with 8 of the 16 teams.

Model Tipping

Not too bad on the tipping front, finishing with 5 correct tips in a row after missing the first 3, moving the Model to 99½ and 60½ (62%) for the season.
Here’s the detail:
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This week’s completely useless piece of trivia: Hawthorn’s win by 18 points is the 6th victory by that margin this season, making it now the season’s most common victory-margin (one ahead of 1, 2, 7, 14, 15, 22 and, believe it or not, 37 point margins). 
Model Tipping Performance and Season Win-Loss Record by Team
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yielded just 1 from 2 this weekend, with tipped favourites producing a more satisfactory 4 from 6.
So far this year favourites have won about 65% of games (counting equal favourites as half-wins), which is roughly the long-term average.
Amongst the winners was Fremantle, stretching their winning sequence to 7. Only the West Coast, with 4 wins, has anywhere near as much momentum.
Turning to losing sequences, only the Lions, who’ve now lost 4 on the trot, have a streak worthy of comment (though, in all likelihood, the Crows’ back-to-back losses will occupy more column inches in the papers over the coming week).

Model Tipping Performance by Predicted Victory Margin
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The Model tipped 3 games to be won by 3 goals or more this weekend and finished 3 on 0 for these games, moving  to 46 and 12 (79%) for the season. 
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The Run Home
Geelong just won’t go away as final eight contenders, but I’m still tipping that they won’t make it. 
The West Coast now look good things for 1st place, and Adelaide look safe for 2nd.  

Here’s how it looks for the rest of the eight:

Melbourne: a chance of losing the last two, but give them the win against the Cats meaning that they finish on 56 pts.

Fremantle: should win 1, maybe 2. Give them 1 win and they too finish on 56pts.

Sydney: should win their last 2 and also finish on 56pts.
Collingwood: should win their last 2 to finish on, you guessed it, 56 pts.
St Kilda: the game against the Bulldogs is vital. Assume they win it and also beat the Lions, so they too finish on the popular score of 56pts.

Western Bulldogs: should win 1, maybe 2. Give them 1 win and 52 pts.

So, Melbourne, Fremantle, Sydney, Collingwood and St Kilda all finish on 56 points, with positions determined by percentages. 
Sydney’s percentage is already good and should improve with 2 wins, so give them 3rd. The Pies’ percentage is next best and should only improve with wins over the Blues and the Roos. Give them 4th.
So, here’s the current prediction for the eight (with last week’s prediction the first in the brackets and the week-before-that’s prediction the second in the brackets):

1st West Coast (2nd, 2nd)

2nd Adelaide (1st, 1st)
3rd Sydney (3rd, 4th)

4th Collingwood (4th, 3rd)
5th Melbourne (6th, 6th)

6th St Kilda (5th, 5th)
7th Fremantle (7th, 8th)

8th Western Bulldogs (8th, 7th)
As always, the Fund is open for buying or selling until 5pm Wednesday, now at the prevailing share price of $1.2322.
‘Til Thursday,
Tony
Appendix 1 – Additional Tables
2006 Season and Historical Victory Margins
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Just about as average a weekend as you can get has left the season’s average winning margin unchanged at 33.6 points, still just a point under the long-term average of 34.6. 
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Team Performance in Games with a Margin of 11 points or Fewer
Two games finished with a victory margin of 11 points or fewer this weekend. Collingwood beat Port by 2 points to record their first victory in this points range for the season, and the Bulldogs beat the Crows by 7 points to add to their remarkable close-game record, which now stands at 4 and 1.
What a very different season it could have been for the Bulldogs if these results were reversed.
Winning and Losing Margins by Team
[image: image9.png]W1-11_Draw L1-11_Seas W Seas DSeasL

Adelaide 5 0 3 |1 0 5
West Coast 5 0 2 [® 0 4
Sydney 2 0 3|12 o0 8
St Kida 4 0 2|12 o0 8
Melbourne 4 0 2|13 0 7
Fremantle 3 0 1|13 o0 8
Collingwood 10 1|12z 0 8
Westem Bulldogs | 4 0 1 |12 0 7
Geelong 2 0 3 [m o 1w
Richmond 3 0 2 [m o 1w
Port Adelaide 10 3|7 0o 13
Brishane Lions 2 0 1 7 0 13
Kangaroos 10 3|7 0 13
Havthorn 10 2|7 0 13
Essendon o 1 5 [3 1 B
Cartton 11 313 1.




We’ve already crowned Adelaide Thumper of the Year for the regular season, but Thumpee of the Year honours are still not yet determined, with the Brisbane Lions making a serious late challenge. Hawthorn did themselves no favours at all this weekend by winning against the Dons.
With Brisbane still to play Sydney and St Kilda, and the Hawks to meet the Roos and the Cats, this one will go down to the wire.
Model and Team Line Betting Performance
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A 5 and 3 result this weekend moved the Model to 78 and 82 (48.8%) for the season. 
Four teams managed to cover the spread this weekend: Fremantle, West Coast, Richmond and Melbourne. 
Geelong, Western Bulldogs and Hawthorn all received start and won outright, and Port Adelaide lost but by less than the spread, and so were line betting winners. 

Collingwood’s failure to appear on the list of line-betting winners for the second consecutive week has allowed Richmond to join it as the season’s most successful team on line betting, having each been victors in 13 of the 20 rounds. At the other extreme, the Brisbane Lions lost again this week, leaving them as line betting winners for only 6 of the 20 rounds.
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